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BETA DELTA CHAPTER
BUILDING 

FOUNDATION
Sigma Chi Building Foundation 
(SCBF) owns the chapter house 
at 1110 Gerald, services debt, 
oversees fund raising for schol-
arship and major capital needs 
and manages the Beta Delta 
scholarship endowment.
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HOUSE 
CORPORATION

Beta Delta House Corporation 
(BDHC) leases 1110 Gerald from 
SCBF, rents to active chapter 
members and oversees routine 
maintenance on 1110 Gerald.

Rich Thompson 
President 

rich.thompson@sigmachi.com

Brian Bigej 
Treasurer 

bbigej@bennettlawofficepc.com

Peter Howard 
Secretary 

phoward@paynewest.com

Stewart Hansen 
Director 

shansen@everlogs.com

Matt Cavanaugh  
Director 

matt@fivevalleysrestoration.com

Matt Sonnichsen 
Director 

sonnichsen_esq@msn.com

We have exciting news about the New Ski Shack Project! 

ROUNDING THE CLUBHOUSE TURN

CAPTAIN’S CUP 2017

If you’ve been 
staring out the 
window wondering 
when the snow will 
melt and when the 
sun will come out, 
here’s an invitation 
that will bring a 
ray of sunshine 
to your day. ITS 
TIME TO REGISTER FOR CAPTAIN’S 
CUP 2017. Call your ringer best friend 
who shoots under par and beg him to 
come play on your team. Bring the guy 
with deep pockets who can buy the max 
amount of mulligans and raffle tickets so 
you can take home some sweet prizes. 
 Last year was awesome!! We had 48 
participants and a deep field of golf 
enthusiasts and avid beer drinkers. We 
want to build on that. Luckily, the Ranch 
Club loves us and allowed us to come 

back despite the 
debauchery that 
occurs. 
 Please mark 
it on your 
calendar, save 
the date, tell 
your wife… do 
whatever it takes 
to come out in 

early June for a few hours of comradery 
and trash talking. 
Visit us at www.betadelta-sigmachi.org and 
click “events,” for online registration. It was 
a great tool last year to get an idea of how 
many people will come out and play. 
 Special prize for the guy who steals John 
Halligans putter during warm up…..
 Thanks again and looking forward to 
another successful Captain’s Cup. 

If Thompson Can Make It, So Can You! 

$250,000 is still needed to complete 
construction of this four bedroom, two 
bathroom facility. The following six brothers 
recently committed sizeable donations to help 
close the funding gap:

Jim Tidyman ’53  $ 100,000
John Rood ’62  $ 17,000
JC McLaughlin ’74  $ 10,000
Rich Thompson ’73  $ 10,000 
Russell “Tres” Lund ’85  $ 5,000
Cory Miller ’03  $ 1,110
  $ 143,110

 That leaves only $106,890 to go! We need 
your generous tax deductible donation to 
complete New Ski Shack. If you have already 

made a donation, our heartfelt thanks. Is it 
possible to add a bit more? If you’ve yet to 
contribute, now is your chance to join the 165 
brothers that already have. Please mail your 
check payable to:

Sigma Chi Building Foundation
Alumni Relations Processing Center
PO Box 7007
Albert Lea MN 56007-8007

 We can also accept your pledge to contribute 
by year end. I look forward to hearing from you 
soon.

In hoc,
Rich Thompson
Beta Delta ’70 – Montana ’73
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Q: Why did you choose Sigma Chi 
University of Oregon in the first place?
During High School, I was looking at a 
lot of different schools and trying to focus 
on a college that had a strong business 
program. University of Oregon came up 
in my search and I knew I should contact 
Pat Hossle, because he has spent a lot of 
time with the Beta Iota chapter at UO.  I 
also talked to his daughter, who was also 
a student there. After talking to Pat and 
his son, Drew, I thought I should at least 
rush in the fall and see what it all was 
about. Then, after the three week process and 
looking at other fraternities, I decided Sigma 
Chi was the one for me because it felt like 
home. 

Q: What is a typical weeknight like? What 
about weekend night?
University of Oregon is on a quarter system, 
which makes you commit to studying all 
quarter long. I make sure to keep my grades 
up because that is why I am at college in 
the first place. We hold our weekly chapter 
meetings on Monday nights and our pledge 
activities on Wednesday. University of Oregon 
is very active in all three quarters of the year. 
On the weekend there is always something to 
do. Going to football games, having functions 
with sororities, and going to the coast are 
some of the things that we do to have fun at 
UO.

Q: What is your favorite memory of the 
chapter so far?
My favorite memory of the chapter so far has 
been two moments:
The day I got initiated and when my dad 
put the White Cross on my chest. Having 
his Sigma Chi brothers there as well was a 
moment that I will carry for the rest of my 
life. 
Helping raise over 60,000 dollars for the 
Make a Wish foundation through Derby 
Days.  
These two moments really showed me what 
being a Sigma Chi is about.  

Q: How many members are in your class?
We have 23 brothers in my pledge class that 
I love so much because of all the time and 
effort that they  put in and I know them so 
well because of pledgeship. I can’t wait for the 
next three years!

Q: What have you gained from Sigma Chi 
that you might not gain elsewhere?
Sigma Chi has helped me grow in many ways, 
but the biggest thing it has helped me with 
is self-confidence. I was a very shy person 
overall and learning to/being more confident 
in my actions allowed me to grow as a person. 
I hope Sigma Chi continues to round out my 
character as a man and let me become the best 
I can be. 

Q: How would your life be different if you 
had never joined?
It is very difficult to say how my life would be 
different without Sigma Chi because I have 

only been in it for less than a year. The 
biggest difference would have to be my 
friends in college because I am so close 
to my brothers in Sigma Chi compared 
to my other college friends. I also would 
not have connected to my dad as much 
in the way he thinks of the world and 
how he acts. 

Q: How do you feel having your father 
as a Brother as well?
It is very interesting because it is another 
dynamic in our relationship. We are not 

just father and son, but also brothers. I also 
think he can trust me a little more than he 
used to because he treats me as a brother now, 
not just a son. 

Q: What do you hope to gain out of the 
chapter?
I hope to gain lifelong friendship like my 
father has and learn as much from the 
experience as possible. When I was growing 
up and visiting the Sigma Chi house here at 
Beta Delta, I saw how much of an impact 
it had on my dad and I can’t wait to see the 
impact it has on me.

Q: What are the benefits/challenges of 
being a legacy?
Some of the major benefits of being a legacy 
are that you understand the process of 
pledgeship and the values of Sigma Chi a 
little bit more than the other pledge brothers 
because you have been raised to act like a Sig 
all your life. Then, you also have the benefit 
from connecting with your family members 
through Sigma Chi that is truly special. Some 
of the challenges are that you are looked at as 
a leader and someone who should know more 
by the brothers already in the house because 
of your background of Sigma Chi.

Share your story with us at  
content@affinityconnection.com

A LIFELONG LEGACY
Then & Now, Part 2: Greg and David Beach 

In our last issue of the Grizzly Sig, we sat down with Greg Beach ’79 about his time in Beta Delta and the joys of having his son, David 
Beach ’19 being initiated into Beta Iota Chapter of Sigma Chi at the University of Oregon in January. Not only is David’s father, Greg, a Beta 
Delta alumnus, but his late grandfather, Robert Beach ’54, was also a Beta Delta Sig. Now, we’ve asked David the same questions as his father 
about his time so far as a Sig and what it’s like to be a legacy. 
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HISTORY STILL BEING MADE 
Enduring Brotherhood

By Dave Trimmer Beta Delta ‘72 - Montana ‘76

On a warm July night last summer, 
after our brothers, friends and wives 
had turned in, Tony Conver, Steve 
Vielleux and I sat around trying to 
answer a question that I don’t think has 
an answer.
 That morning, at a service for our 
best friend and brother, John “Wref” 
Balsam, we each struggled through 
emotional eulogies. Now, emotionally 
drained, Tony wondered what role 
Sigma Chi played in our enduring – and 
often envied – 43-year relationship.
 About 20 Sigma Chis were at that 
service. To varying degrees, one and all 
were friends. But they weren’t the very best 
of friends. They all didn’t talk frequently, 
gather several times a year or attend the 
others’ important family events. But they were 
brothers.
 Obviously, there was more to our 
relationship than Sigma Chi.
 A few weeks later, Steve and I were in 
the same chairs, our wives next to us, and 
we posed the same question. Together we 
put together a timeline of our lives after 
graduation to see if we could pinpoint what 
it was that created more than four decades of 
the greatest memories you could ever imagine 
having.
 We had to loop Tony and his wife in to get 
the years straight and he just said, “Could it 

be that four guys somehow found a way to 
enjoy company together, that they developed 
a friendship that generated 43 years of bonds 
that created our tight group? Regardless 
of differences, the bond of friendship held 
stronger than the differences between us.”
 But it takes more than the shared 
experiences at the Sigma Chi house. It 
continued with weddings, included special 
events, births, moves that kept us close – all 
things that make up life. Things brought us 
together, our wives enjoyed those times and 
each other, and then our children fit right 
in. Everyone made the effort and eventually 
the guys got together annually for multiple 
days of golfing and we realized we were truly 
brothers.

 After 20 years, the annual golf ran 
its course, but we never quit getting 
together. Our kids grew up and we went 
to their weddings and, without kids, we 
got away for long weekends at the lake, 
most of which at Steve’s family’s place at 
Flathead Lake. Our mutual friendship 
and brotherhood didn’t just influence us, 
it influenced our parents, our siblings 
and our friends. The commitment to 
our friendship was unique and often 
discussed. Our special bond was noticed 
by everyone in each of our families. In 
that, we extended the ideals of Sigma 
Chi, a stronger union is created by a 
group of different talents, commitments 

and temperaments. That tenet couldn’t have 
been more tested than our group. Two were 
conservative and two liberal. But, somehow, 
with our common bond of brotherhood, we 
found a way to see past our differences and 
found friendship. And, though we differed, 
we knew our bond was more important than 
political beliefs.
 So when Wref died, the three of us were 
profoundly sad. No more golf, cribbage, 
bad jokes, sarcastic remarks or general tom 
foolery. In my eulogy I said I spent a lot of 
time looking back, which was good because I 
can hardly bear to look ahead and imagine life 
without those cribbage games and what they 
represented. I broke down when I wrote that, 
then again when I said the words out loud 
and again right now.
 Not a day goes by that I don’t think of 
Wref. That makes me think of Steve and 
Tony. And that takes me back to the Beta 
Delta house at the University of Montana. 
There are so many great memories. I can’t say 
they are all great because of Sigma Chi, but I 
can say they wouldn’t have happened without 
Sigma Chi.
 So, what role did Sigma Chi play in our 
blessings? Everything and, theoretically, 
nothing. We had to build the bonds long after 
we left school, but it sure was easier because 
of the bond we started with at the House in 
Missoula, Montana beginning back in 1972. 
Everyone should be that fortunate. Our advice 
to you is to embrace your brothers and the 
brotherhood you share. It’s pretty special. 

In Hoc,
Dave Trimmer  
Beta Delta ’72. Montana ’76

Dave Trimmer ‘72 John Wref Balsam ’76

Give Back to Beta Delta
 – Continued from Page 1

BETA DELTA WANTS YOU
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Thank You Ski Shack Donors
Your Contributions Ensure The Future Of Beta Delta

In 2016, we received 75 gifts totaling $145,074.62. Amazing! So far in 2017, we have received two gifts totaling $433.32. 
Sigma Chi would like to thank the following contributors to the Ski Shack Campaign and invite all of those who haven’t 
yet made a gift, to do so by filling out the form included in this Newsletter. Or, you can visit us at www.betadelta-sigmachi.org 
and make an online donation.

White Cross ($3,500+) 
Byron Murphey 1939
Hal McVey 1951
James A. Tidyman 1954
James Thompson 1958
John Rood 1962
Thomas S. Hines, Jr. 1963
A. Warren Wilcox, III 1963
William Papesh 1965
Richard Thompson 1973
James C. McLaughlin 1974
Brian Kurth 1982
Molly Bennett 
 
Constantine ($2,500-$3,499) 
James L. Murphy 1951
Jeffrey Ranf 1975
John Bennett 1988
 
Prof Scheuch  

($1,500-$2,499) 
John Thompson 1967
Thomas Stockburger 1974
Travis J. Tidyman 1995
Braden Tommerup 2007
 
1110 Club ($500-$1,499) 
Albert Angstman 1941
Col. Sam Roberts 1941
Fred C. Cunningham 1949
Wilmer Mitchell Jr. 1950
Donald G. Archibald 1956
Roderick M. Duncan 1957
William Todd 1957
Dr. Walker Ashcraft 1959
Richard W. Beighle 1959
John Bohlinger 1959
Brian T. Grattan 1960
Daniel J. Balko 1961
Robert T. Baxter 1962
Clair Daines 1962
James R. Bartell, Jr. 1963
Martin L. Haines 1963
John Hauck Jr. 1963
Byron J. Matson 1963
Daniel E. Stockton, Jr. 1963
Gordon Jackson 1964
Martin Ueland 1966

John D. Agnew 1971
William DeGroot 1973
C.B. Kelsey 1973
Marc Kouzmanoff 1974
Patrick Sheehan 1974
Lawrence Shore 1975
Stephen Vielleux 1976
Anthony Conver 1977
Mark E. Nelson 1977
John Gallagher 1978
Scott A. MacDonald 1979
Mark A. Thomas 1980
Mark Peres 1981
Gregory N. Hardy 1982
Timothy Thayer 1984
Russell T. Lund, III 1985
Cameron C. Slade 1985
Steven R. Simon 1990
Timothy W. Wolff 1991
Jay Broudy 1995
Cory Rigler 1998
Anonymous Montana 

Community Foundation 
Balsam Legacy 
Muralt Family Foundation 
 
Jordan Standard ($250-$499) 
William Miles Jr. 1946
Howard Hunter 1949
John G. Lepley 1950
Jack K. Nelson 1954
Ray H. Lee 1956
Arnold P. Hageman 1959
John Reely 1959
Thomas Belzer 1960
Franklin W. Gibson 1960
Ronald C. Simon 1960
Stanley W. Tiffany 1960
Robert Tirrell 1961
Rick Richter 1962
Phillip Currie 1963
Dale F. Evans 1963
George Gratzer 1963
Paul T. Hagen 1965
Dennis H. Johnson 1965
Edward Bartlett 1967
Herbert Pierce III 1967
Roger Beeter 1970

James D. Podojil 1971
Patrick J. Schruth 1971
Stephen Jerhoff 1972
Robert P. McCue 1979
John A. Rimel 1979
Robert E. Rowe, Jr. 1980
Weldon J. Birdwell 1982
James C. Rowe 1982
Douglas McMain 1984
Todd L. Denison 1986
Thomas Barker 1990
Cory J. Miller 2003
John Lesh 2007
Alpha Nu Education Foundation 
Craig Brewerton 
Deborah McWhinney 
 
Norman Shield (Up to $249) 
Charles Behrens Sr. 1950
Kenneth H. Gullard 1950
John Krivacs 1951
Gordon D. Stewart, Jr. 1951
William Reynolds 1952
Stephen L. Tanner 1953
Bruce D. Crippen 1956
William McVicars 1956
Donald W. Wall 1956
Edward J. Nash 1958
Jerry Johnson 1959
Lawrence K. Pettit 1959
John W. Gerike 1961
John Coffee 1962
Kenneth E. Hornung 1962
James Bryngelson 1963
Lloyd Sinclair 1964
Kent Webster 1964
John J. Comporesi, Jr. 1965
Thomas (Croach) Croci 1965
Thomas C. Hauck 1965
Collin Bangs 1967
Richard DeGroot 1967
Donald James 1967
Douglas Moher 1968
Gerald B. Murphy 1968
Michael Schruth 1968
Burton D. Williams 1968
Duane N. Moe 1969
Michael A. Wood 1969

John Santo 1970
Jerry Richards 1971
James D. Newell 1973
Roger M. ter Kuile 1973
Douglas D. Harris 1974
Michael L. Halligan 1975
Frank Harrison 1975
Dave Trimmer 1976
Ross A. Haddow 1977
Charles Sampsel 1978
Jeffrey R. Peete 1979
Jeffrey A. Spring 1980
Scott Gratton 1982
Reed Darrow 1983
Gregg A. Wilson 1983
Gary Morrison 1985
Bruce Spencer 1986
Bradley Bowman 1988
Wayne F. Fairchild 1989
David B. Offermann 1989
William Duncan 1990
Michael J. Spencer 1993
Eric R. Ueland 1994
Gregory Johnson 1995
Steven Nash 1999
Peter Howard 2008
Anonymous 
Duane Ray 
Matthew Sonnichsen 

HONOR ROLL


