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UPCOMING EVENTS

Beta Delta  
110th Anniversary

The 110th Anniversary Planning 
Committee (Bob Rowe ’80, 
Brad Cederberg ’06, Randy 
Harrison ’75, Rich Thompson 
’73) met recently to discuss 
event details. The planning 
includes:

Friday, September 30

Missoula Area Alumni 
 Luncheon

Golf

Open House at 1110 Gerald
Generational Gatherings— 
Brothers from the ’50s, ’60s, 
’70s, ’80s, ’90s and ’00s will have 
functions to get reacquainted 
and reminisce.

 
Saturday, October 1

Homecoming—200 game tick-
ets available for purchase.
1110 Gerald Reception—At 
The House following the game.
110th Anniversary Banquet—
Hilton Garden Inn

 
Sunday, October 2

Ritual Exemplification—Hon-
ored guest Grand Historian 
Mike Codina will discuss an 
important aspect of Sigma Chi 
history followed by a ritual

*registration is enclosed

It is with heavy hearts that we 
announce the recent passing of 
Lt. Col. Kenneth David Saylor 
’50. Brother Saylor left us on 
November 10, 2015. Though he 
is no longer with us, he will live 
on in our hearts and minds. In 
honor of Brother Saylor, please 
send any memories and photos 
you have of him by email to 
alumninews@affinityconnection.
com.

IN MEMORIAM

One night 
in the fall of 
1969, Tom 
Roholt ’73 
and I ventured 
out of the 
dorms for Rush 
Week. While 
we visited 
every fraternity 
house, we both 
had Sigma Chi 

in mind. Tom’s uncle Marty Ueland ’66 and 
my brother Jim Thompson ’58 had strongly 
encouraged us to pledge. Within a week, that 
is exactly what happened, and in January 1970, 
both Tom and I went active. 
 In Fall 1970, I moved into “Orchid” with 
roommates John Maynard ’73 and Paul 
Coffeen ’71. My residency at the chapter 
house lasted almost four years. I became 
House Manager in 1970 and coordinated 
House Works every Saturday morning. Getting 
some brothers out of bed required special 
“encouragement” but all, actives and pledges 
alike, joined in the effort. 
 In Spring 1971, I became a kitchen “House 
Boy” (a term no longer used at Beta Delta) 
with duties including meal set up, clean up, 
washing dishes, pots and pans. The clear 
advantage of being a House Boy was that we 
ate first and best. Some of the brothers liked to 
badger us. This was a very bad strategy. Never 
mess with someone that serves your food. 
The following fall, I was promoted to Head 
House Boy which gave me authority to plan 
meals, order food/supplies and hire the cook. 
We had several cooks but the last cook I hired, 
Mrs. Carr, lasted 10 years or more. Part of my 
menu strategy included “Ethnic Night.” Many 
Montana brothers at the time were strictly 
“meat and potatoes.” I introduced Ethnic Night 
as a way of expanding their horizons. Southern 

Night, for example, served up grits, black eyed 
peas, collard greens and corn bread. 
 In 1971, Montana lowered the drinking age 
to 18. While this change only lasted a few years, 
it opened the door to the Beta Delta Bar. With 
a $10 donation from every brother and the 
help of Tom Roholt ’73 and Bruce Amrine 
’77, we remodeled the unused basement study 
room into a bar with beer on tap. It operated 
on the Honor Principle. A peg board with each 
brother’s name was installed on the wall with 
pegs to track consumption. The price of a 15 
oz. beer was 15 cents. As Bar Manager, I made 
sure all brothers’ tabs were “accurate.” Within 
six months, enough money had been made 
to purchase a poker table and chairs. The bar 
became the nexus of our Friday at Four parties. 
The Beta Delta Bar has been in business in one 
form or another for over 40 years. 
 In 1998, I joined Beta Delta House 
Corporation as President. In that capacity, 
a major fundraiser and renovation of 1110 
Gerald took place, which many brothers 
enjoyed at Beta Delta’s 100th Anniversary. I 
have served on Sigma Chi’s Board of Grand 
Trustees from 2005 to present and as its 
Chairman from 2011 to 2015. The Grand 
Trustees train Sigma Chi house corporations in 
good business practices.
 One of the Fraternity’s mantras is “Sigma 
Chi Builds Leaders.” Beta Delta gave me 
leadership skills that I needed to take on and 
succeed in many life challenges. It also provided 
me with numerous lifelong friends. Most 
importantly, it taught me the importance of 
“giving back” to my Fraternity and people in 
need.

Rich Thompson, 
rich.thompson@sigmachi.com 
Beta Delta ’70 - Montana ’73 
President - Beta Delta House Corporation
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DOUBLE LEGACY 

We recently shared an update from 
Greg Beach ’79 on our website (www.
betadelta-sigmachi.org) about his son, 
David Beach ’19 being initiated into 
Beta Iota Chapter of Sigma Chi at the 
University of Oregon in January. Not 
only is David’s father, Greg, a Sigma 
Chi alumnus, but his late grandfather, 
Robert Beach ’54, was also a Sig. We 
recently sat down with Brother Greg 
Beach for a brief Q&A about his time 
in the chapter back in the ’70s and how 
he feels about his son also being his 
Brother:

Q: Why did you choose Sigma Chi 
Montana in the first place?  
A: Even though my father was a Sigma 
Chi (Bob Beach, Beta Delta ’54), he 
never encouraged or tried to sway me 
in any way to join Sigma Chi. It was 
my own decision and completely up to 
me. That’s also the way I approached 
membership in Sigma Chi with my son. 
It was of his own volition and accord. Of 
course, it wasn’t until I became a Sigma 
Chi that I slowly began to realize that, 
since childhood, I had actually been 
steeped in the virtues espoused by Sigma 
Chi and practiced by my father. 

Q: What was a typical weeknight like? 
What about weekend night?  
A: I went to school and also held a job 
throughout most my college years. During 
the week, when I wasn’t attending classes 
or working, I spent the balance of my time 
studying at the University of Montana library. 
On weekends, however, I did manage to have 
more than my fair share of fun!  

Q: What is your favorite memory of the 
chapter?  
A: I would have to say that my fondest 
memories of the chapter were just the day-
to-day interaction with the brothers and 
the valuable lessons learned by having to 
deal with individuals possessed of varying 
temperaments, talents and convictions. 
Of course, Derby Days, building the 
Homecoming float and attending the 
Sweetheart Ball were also highlights. I also 
have many other fond memories—most of 
which are best left unsaid and relegated to the 
dust bin of history.

Q: How many members were in your class?  
A: We were one of the smaller classes to go 
through initiation at the Beta Delta Chapter—
we had seven initiates. I think at the time, 
membership in most organizations was waning. 
At the tail-end of the Vietnam War years, the 
mood of the country regarding joining any 
sort of formalized group, including college 
fraternities and sororities, just wasn’t cool. 
Thankfully, I believe that we’ve turned the 
corner and are now seeing a bit of an upswing 
in the Greek system. I think that my son’s 
pledge class at the University of Oregon had 23 
members or so.

Q: What did you gain from Sigma Chi that 
you might not have gained elsewhere?  
A: I can honestly say that joining Sigma Chi 
was one of the most personally rewarding 
things that I’ve ever done. It got me out of my 
shell, and I was able to meet many outstanding 
individuals possessed of good character and 
morals. Additionally, during my time as an 
undergraduate, I had the opportunity to attend 
a Sigma Chi Leadership Training Workshop 

session, which proved to be an excellent 
opportunity to hone leadership skills 
and to grow as an individual.

Q: How would your life be different if 
you had never joined?  
A: In addition to learning how to 
become a better community member 
and leader, I think that one of the 
benefits to joining a fraternity or 
sorority is that a person gains valuable 
perspective on one’s self. I believe that 
the Greek system is excellent in this 
regard, as it attempts to develop the 
whole person. 

Q: How do you feel having your son 
as a Brother as well?  
A: Being able to refer to your son as a 
Brother is indeed special, and it’s now 
come full-circle. As a double-legacy, my 
son is now the third generation of my 
family to wear the White Cross.  At 
my initiation, my father pinned the 
White Cross on me and, in turn, I have 
now had the opportunity to pin the 
White Cross of Sigma Chi upon my 
son’s breast. Needless to say, it was an 
emotional experience and one that I will 
never forget. 

Q: What do you hope your son gains 
out of the chapter?  
A: I hope that he is able to become life-long 
friends with many of the brothers. In addition, 
I hope that, through his involvement in 
the fraternity, he is able to further hone his 
communication and leadership skills, as I 
believe that they are so important to succeed in 
life. Most importantly, however, I hope that he 
always strives to do what is noblest and best, 
and that, through Sigma Chi, he gains valuable 
perspectives on how to lead a virtuous life. 

 Q: Do you have any advice to your son and 
the rest of the active chapter?  
A: Know that bonds of Sigma Chi are strong 
and eternal. Further, realize that we must fight 
the good fight every day and that, through 
emulation of the life and teachings of The 
Great Cross Bearer, we may learn worthily to 
wear the Cross.

Keep an eye out in future publications for David’s 
answers to similar questions for a chance to see 
how his Sigma Chi experience differs.

Then & Now, Part 1: Greg and David Beach
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• 18 Holes of golf in a four person scramble format 

• Prizes for Team Scores, Closest to the Pin, Long 
Drive, Straightest Drive and Long Putt

• Stick around afterwards for Lunch and drinks, all 
included with your entry fee.

• Drinks will be provided on the course, alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic beverages.

Come early on Friday, June 10th for drinks and BBQ at 
1110 Gerald Ave!

Mail Entry Form and Fee To:  
  PO Box 8874 
  Missoula, MT 59807

Or visit our website at www.betadelta-sigmachi.org to 
register.

Entry fee is $125.00 – This includes a custom tee price 
TBD, Friday night BBQ, lunch, golf and drinks.

Please submit entry fees no later than May 21st, 2016.

64 Golfer Limit – Space may be available after due date!

If you have any further questions about this event, you can 
email Brady at brady@matheuslumber.com or call 360-
931-0789.

This tournament will serve as a fundraiser for the 
undergraduate chapter in years to come. Donations of any 
amount are greatly appreciated!

DOUBLE LEGACY 

Annual Captain’s Cup Alumni Golf Tournament

2012

2014

2012

2013

2014
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ALUMNI UPDATES 

Clair Daines, Beta Delta ’62 
I had one of the great Sigma Chi Experiences 
last July. I showed up for the first time to a 
regular gathering of brothers from the early 
’60s at Whitefish. I had not seen most of 
my classmates since graduation, so I enjoyed 
sharing our lives together. I had been warned 
that there are “no women” allowed at this 
regular function, but since I go nowhere 
without my sweet wife of more than 54 years 
I “smuggled” her along. The brothers all went 
to dinner in town, and my wife and I sneaked 
off to an undisclosed place for a romantic 
dinner. On returning to the reunion hotel in 
the late evening, we were confronted by all 
25 of the brothers sitting in the lobby. As we 
stood (like a deer in the headlights) the guys 
slowly stood and, with no orders or prompting, 
they sang “The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi” to 
my wife in astounding musical quality. It is a 
memory that we will always treasure.

Bill Miles ’46  
I was a member of Sigma Chi in Missoula in 
1943, before being called for service. I returned 
in 1946 when 72 Sigs also returned.

Marty Ueland 
’66  
In the year 
1964, a favorite 
event was the 
Chariot race. 
Each fraternity 
had built a 
chariot. Ours was 
especially light, 
and classy.

 Our rider was George Sendon ’65 who 
maybe weighed 135-140 lbs. Each chariot was 
to be pulled by three people and to go around 
a designated strip around the field on what we 
called Clover Bowl, where we also played our 
intramural sports. All three of us were on the 
track team; the lead guy, Jim Casey ’66, was 
a 100 yard guy, and Lafay Hope ’65 and I 
were intermediate 400/800 guys. Well, we blew 
away the competition. George was so excited, 
saying he really had the ride of his life.

These Brothers Have a Lot to Tell!

President of Sigma Chi Building Foundation 
Donates Universal Life Policy to Chapter

Walt Kero ’73 
 A long time ago, I purchased 
a $100,000 life insurance policy 
through a Beta Delta Sigma Chi. I 
later converted the whole life policy 
to a universal life policy. My wife 
and I donated the paid up policy 
to SCBF in November of 2015. We 
were able to confirm the transfer of 
the policy to SCBF by Northwestern 
Mutual on November 18, 2015. 
Patty and I intend the donation of 
the policy to be seed money to raise 
funds to endow the cost of a House 
Mother for Beta Delta. 
 If the Sigma Chi Building 
Foundation holds the policy until I 
pass away, they can cash it out for 
the full $100,000. The Foundation 

can choose to cash the policy out for its current value, which is less than 
$100,000. However, the choice and the amount of the contribution will 
depend on timing and circumstances.”

Q: Why did you choose Sigma Chi in the first place? 
A: A friend form high school invited me to a Thursday dinner at the 
Chapter house, and I have been involved ever since.

Q: What is your favorite memory from Sigma Chi? 
A: Activation…the ceremony, the meaning and message received from the 
impact of those words.

Q: What prompted you to donate such a large sum back to the group? 
What do you hope the chapter does with that contribution? 
A: My bride and I want to have a House Mother on site to provide 
guidance and an adult presence.

Q: Any advice for future Beta Delta Chapter brothers? 
A: Good luck is the by-product of hard work. Work hard and get the best 
grades you can obtain. Any moron can drink their way through a semester 
or so. However, for most people there is an inverse relationship between 
beer consumption and grades. Drink less and get better grades. Take 
advantage of what Sigma Chi has to offer and you will benefit in multiples 
of your input.

What have you been up to since you left Missoula? Have you caught up with any brothers recently? Attended any events? Gotten married? Had 
kids or grandkids? Moved? Retired? We, your brothers, want to know! Submit your update today by visiting our website at http://www.betadelta-
sigmachi.org/ and clicking on “Submit An Update” under the “Connect” tab, and don’t forget to include photos for our online albums!


