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Sigma Chi Building 
Foundation

President – Walt Kero ’73
waltkero@msn.com

Treasurer – John Bennett ’88

Secretary – Dan Cederberg ’75

Directors
Randy Harrison ’75
Rich Thompson ’73

Beta Delta House Corp.

President – Rich Thompson ’73
rich.thompson@sigmachi.com

Treasurer – Brian Bigej ’12

Secretary – Peter Howard ’08

Directors
Matt Cavanaugh ’03
Stewart Hansen ’93

Matt Sonnichsen ’04

Alumni Association Board

President – Brad Cederberg ’06
bcederberg@dadco.com.

Treasurer – Brian Bigej ’12

Directors
Brady Tommerup ’07
Tom Stockburger ’74

The Annual Sigma Chi 
Beta Delta Trap Shoot and 

Annual “Captain’s Cup” Golf 
Tournament are quickly 

approaching. Watch for details 
in our eLetters early next year. 

We see it almost every week. Active chapters are 
shutting down, sometimes for years, because of 
decisions that — in just a few minutes — forever 
change the dynamics of a house and the future 
of undergraduates. Thanks to the “benefits” of 
technology, the risks are now greater than what 
any of us faced as undergraduates.
 As your new Alumni 
Board President, I am proud 
to say that thanks to your 
interest in the future of our 
Beta Delta Chapter, we are 
not one of those chapters 
making headlines due to 
scandal. Instead, we are making 
headlines for reasons like 
Brother and Pro Consul Matthew Rodriguez. 
Matthew is currently an advocate for the 
UM Student Assault Resource Center, an 
on-campus service which works to give every 
student a “respectful, considerate, professional 
and supportive” experience. Matthew has 
also founded the UM honor society for the 
Department of Communication Studies. Over 
Homecoming Weekend, Matt was one of five 
undergraduates (see below) to receive impressive 
scholarships sponsored by our alumni.
 You will also be glad to know that we 
are following best practices for the Greek 

community. Earlier this year, Time.com 
published an article that suggests that we are 
doing the right thing by meeting their #2 
requirement for “ways to fix fraternities” — 
BRING IN THE ADULTS. As Brother Rich 
Thompson ’73 has communicated (see page 2), 
the house corporation board has been discussing 

the house director concept for years. A new 
house director will be in place when we launch 
the opening of the new Ski Shack next fall.
 The dedication, work ethic and sense of 
purpose put forth by brothers like you is the 
reason we are recognized on both the local 
and national level. Read more on page 3 about 
Brother Warren Wilcox ’63 who was presented 
with a Significant Sig Award during our 2015 
Homecoming Celebration. On this page, you 
will also read about Brother Walt Kero ’73, 
a Constantine Sig who has been doing the 
behind-the-scenes tax work for our chapter 

for 40+ years. In his article, 
Walt reminds us of others who 
have epitomized the Jordan 
Standard — our veterans. 
Please see page 4 for a tribute 
to our military heroes).
  Lastly, as you can see, our 
chapter continues to grow! Please 
make plans to attend our 
110th Anniversary to share 
in this historic moment and 
to show your commitment to 
both the past and present of 
our chapter.

Thanks to You, We Are Leaders at UM & in the Nation
By Brad Cederberg ’06, Alumni Board President

ALUMNI UPDATE

UPCOMING EVENTS
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“I am proud to say that thanks to your interest 
in the future of our Beta Delta Chapter, we are 
not one of those chapters making headlines due 
to scandal. Instead, we are making headlines 
for reasons like Brother Matthew Rodriguez.”

• Fall 2015 Pledges: 18 (see page 2)

• Recipient of the Prof. Scheuch Scholarship made 
possible by Ted Burton ’49:

Henry Bullock ($2,750)

• Recipients of the (Harold) Hanson Scholarships:

  Casey Nichols ($5,000)  •  Quentin Dowdle ($5,000)
Alec Jones ($4,000)  •  Matt Rodriguez ($4,000)

Fall 2015 Chapter Highlights

110th Anniversary & 2016 
Homecoming Celebration

Sept. 30 – Oct. 1, 2016

We are planning for 300+ brothers 
and guests to attend. Watch for more 

details in the coming months!
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ALUMNI LEADERSHIP

As we usher our alumni association into a new 
academic year and a new age of communication, 
we take this opportunity to welcome our new 
association president, Brad Cederberg ’06. Brad 
is taking the reins from Nate Cranston ’03 who 
has served our chapter well over the past few years. 
Thanks, Nate!
 Brad was born in Missoula and graduated from 
UM in 2006 with a degree in business finance. He 
is the son of Brother Dan Cederberg ’75.
 “My dad was Consul in the early 1970s,” Brad 
explains. “I grew up visiting 1110 Gerald. He never 
pushed me towards the House, but his love for the 
cause was infectious. When I started college, I visited 
a number of houses. In the end, I chose Sigma Chi 
because of the people and the parties. It didn’t hurt 
that I knew dad would be proud of my choice.”
 During his time in the house, Brad was 
Quaestor, Pro Consul and Historian. He also served 
as a President of UM student body (ASUM). 
 Currently, he is a senior financial advisor for 
the D.A. Davidson office in Butte, Mont. In 2009, 

Brad married wife Monica (they met during college 
at a Kappa Kappa Gamma function). They have 
two boys (Jack and Cormac) and a rescue dog 
named Mitch.
 “Every year (since graduation) has shown 
me the lifelong value of Sigma Chi. Networking 
connections have improved my business, and 
personal 
connections 
have improved 
my social life. 
I have also 
realized that the 
magic we all 
experienced as 
active members 
doesn’t happen 
by accident. If serving as alumni association 
president can give someone else a chance to feel 
that magic, then I’m all in.”
 Read Brad’s full story on our website at www.
betadelta-sigmachi.org.

A Legacy Takes the Helm as Your New Alumni President
Meet Brad Cederberg ’06

Ben Barker – Business
McFarland, Wisc.

Sam Borisch – Business
Kennewick, Wash. 

Tom Cash – Welding Technician 
Tacoma, Wash.

Jack Clough – Business MIS 
Clayton, Calif.

Eli Conrad – Business MIS
Sun Valley, Idaho

Danny Cupparo – Wildlife Bio
West Linn, Ore. 

Adam Gerring – Wildlife Bio 
Sacramento, Calif.

Grant Kassan – Undeclared 
Santa Clarita, Calif. 

Andrew Lauricella – Eco. Restoration 
Pennington, N.J.

Jared Maynard – Undeclared 
Missoula, Mont.

Blaise Nelson – Geology 
Oregon City, Ore. 

Roy Parker – Business Marketing 
Laurel, Mont.

Riley Slayden – Forestry 
Potomac, Mont.

Blake Snodgrass – Eco. Restoration 
Seattle, Wash.

Luc Steffen – Biology 
Salt Lake City, Utah

Garen Teders – Undeclared 
Anchorage, Alaska

Alex Thurner – Finance 
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dayton Vaughn – Marketing 
Sherwood, Ore.

Welcome to Our Fall 
2015 Pledge Class!

SKI SHACK UPDATE

Your Ski Shack + House Director = Greek Best Practices!
By Rich Thompson ’73, President, Beta Delta House Corporation

Last fall, Ski Shack was razed to make room for a 
new and improved Ski Shack. It will include a one-
bedroom suite for a house director as well as three 
bedrooms and bathroom for active brothers.
 This summer, the utility infrastructure 
was installed which required a major rebuild 
of the sewer line and relocation of the sewer 
manhole access. Also installed was the Ski Shack 

slab which includes an in-floor heating system. 
Construction oversight is being handled by brother 
and board member, John Bennett ’88.
 The house corporation board has been 
discussing the house director concept for years. 

While 1110 Gerald has provided a place for many 
brothers to mature and grow their leadership skills, 
campus life is much more complicated today than 
in years past. Legal tolerances have narrowed, and 
academic standards have increased. Our vision for 
the house director is someone who can oversee 
maintenance to help preserve our treasured chapter 
house that turns 100 in 2016, to manage the 
kitchen operation for better cost and efficiency, to 
assist those brothers who need help academically, to 
provide a maturing influence for the active brothers 
and other tasks assigned by the house corporation.
 We need your financial support to complete 
Ski Shack construction so we can make the house 
director position and its many benefits a reality. 
 Next year is Beta Delta’s 110th Anniversary 
and a big celebration is being planned for 
Homecoming Weekend, Sept. 30 and Oct. 1. 
We are planning for at least 300 brothers to attend. 
Our goal is to have Ski Shack completed in 
time for that celebration. To make your donation 
online, go to www.betadelta-sigmachi.org.

Brad Cederberg ’06 (right) with 
Chuck Denowh ’03.
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Talk with Constantine Sig Walt Kero ’73 
for just a few minutes and you get the sense 
that this Beta Delta alum knows the value 
of hard work. The second of 
five children born to second-
generation Finnish immigrants, 
Walt grew up in Billings where 
on most days, he saw his 
father, a mechanic, dressed in 
a pair of J.C. Penney coveralls. 
He recalls his father’s favorite 
quote from Thomas Edison: 
“Opportunity is missed by 
most people because it is 
dressed in overalls and looks like work.” Thus 
began a life of dedication and the quest for the 
next opportunity.
 For a while, he sold beer boxes to the 
grocery stores. He also delivered newspapers. 
Then, after making numerous inquiries, he 
was given a job as box boy at a local grocery 
story. “It was a good way for me to learn 
how to handle rejection and recovery,” Walt 
explains. “It is a crucial skill and one we need 
to help our undergraduates better understand. 
It is an essential skill for those who want 
to succeed.” Little did Walt know that by 

taking the job, he would be forced into some 
interesting experiences. One of those involved 
chasing down a thief who held up a cashier.

 After a year of college in Billings, 
Walt was invited by a friend to visit 
UM. His parents had moved to 
Anaconda, and he was ready for a 
change. During the visit, he ran into a 
high school friend, Steve Jerhoff ’72, 
who invited him to a Thursday night 
steak dinner at the Sigma Chi house. 
“I was smitten,” he admits. “I became a 
pledge and never looked back.”
 Life at the House in the early ’70s 

was a challenge, Walt describes. The Vietnam 
War was still going on; as a result, Greek 
organizations were viewed as part of the 
“establishment.” Brothers were scorned and 
ridiculed. Walt was quickly elected to fill the 
position of treasurer for a house with only 12 
members, so there was work to do to ensure 
that the house would be fiscally sound with 
such low numbers. Working with then chapter 
president J.C. McLaughlin ’74, they turned 
things around and set the chapter on a path 
to maintain a long-term position on the UM 
campus.

  After graduating with a degree in 
accounting, Walt held various positions as a 
corporate and public accountant. Two years 
ago, in collaboration with local attorney, Dan 
Cederberg ’75, Walt and CPA Mark Byington 
started their own public accounting practice in 
Missoula, Kero Byington and Associates, CPAs. 
They specialize in business valuation and tax 
preparation services. He lives in Missoula with 

wife, Patty. Patty was president of the AOPi 
house while they were both at UM. She is 
now an assistant professor in UM’s College of 
Education and Human Sciences.
 Walt’s contributions to Beta Delta are too 
numerous to name here, though gaining tax-
exempt status for the chapter ranks as one of 
the most significant. We encourage you to read 
the full story at www.betadelta-sigmachi.org.

“He recalls his father’s favorite 
quote: ‘Opportunity is missed by 

most people because it is dressed in 
overalls and looks like work.’ Thus 
began a life of dedication and the 
quest for the next opportunity.”

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

Don’t Wish for It, Work for It!
Brother Walt Kero ’73 Shares the Lessons Found in a Pair of J.C. Penney Coveralls

Among the Finest of Sigma Chi Brothers
We Celebrate the Contributions of a 2015 Significant Sig, Brother Warren Wilcox ’63

It is one of 
Sigma Chi’s 
highest honors. 
The Significant 
Sig Award 
recognizes 
“those alumni 
members whose 

achievements in their fields of endeavor have 
brought honor and prestige to the name 
of Sigma Chi.” The Sigma Chi Fraternity 
has recognized more than 1,400 brothers 
since the award’s inception at the 1935 
Grand Chapter. Alumni in any profession, 
occupation, or philanthropic endeavor are 
eligible. A nomination consists of a completed 
nomination form, and a resume or summary 
of the nominee’s past and present occupations 
and positions, professional and/or civic 
activities, and honors or awards received.

 Thanks to a nomination submitted by 
Brother J.C. McLaughlin ’74, we are pleased 
to announce that one of the 2015 Significant 
Sigs is Brother Warren Wilcox ’63. On 
Saturday, September 26, during our 2015 
Homecoming festivities, we stopped to pay 
tribute to this Beta Delta Sig.
 We featured Warren earlier in an article on 
our website, www.betadelta-sigmachi.org. Please 
take a few minutes to read the article. We take this 
opportunity to share a few highlights:

• Warren is a highly respected entrepreneur and 
investor in the Missoula area. He has served 
on several boards of directors and served as 
chairman of the UM Foundation Board of 
Trustees. In 2012, he received an Honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters degree during 
UM’s commencement ceremonies.

• As the great grandson of Oscar J. Craig, the 

University’s first president, Warren has been a 
quiet leader in philanthropy, setting an example 
for many other alumni to give back to their 
alma mater. He and his wife, Betsy, support 
a number of units spanning the campus — 
business, education, athletics and others.

• Warren has been an active alumni Sigma Chi 
brother from graduation until the present. He 
served as chapter advisor from approximately 
1968 to 1974. Has participated in numerous 
local alumni activities. Additionally, he donated 
$100,000 in 2007 to the Beta Delta Chapter 
House renovation project that allowed for the 
conversion of the garage on the property to six 
living units for senior members.

 Please join us in thanking Warren for his selfless 
dedication to both the UM and Sigma Chi and for 
leaving an example of generosity and legacy for our 
future Beta Delta generations!
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385-025 SS

ALL HONOR TO THEIR NAMES

Homecoming 2015 was a weekend that reminded all in attendance why they love Missoula. The weather was perfect on the weekend of 
September 25-26. The Griz put a “W” in the books against the Northern Arizona Lumberjacks. And Beta Delta was in full form. Alumni 
and active brothers enjoyed time to catch up at the Friday evening reception. Attendees at Saturday’s post-game ceremonies filled the House 
and front law at 1110 Gerald. Brother J.C. McLaughlin ’74 presented Brother Warren “Stub” Wilcox ’63 with the prestigious Significant 
Sig award. To close the ceremonies, Brother Rich Thompson ’73 led brothers in a heartfelt singing of “The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi.”

Did you know that 
24 of our brothers 
never returned 
from WWII? The 
son of one became 
an award-winning 
pitcher for the 
Baltimore Orioles. 
One of our brothers 
was with the last 
bombing mission 
that flew over Japan 
that led to the end 
of WWII. Another 

was head of the Department of Military Affairs 
and Commanding General of the Montana 
National Guard.
 In preparation for next month’s Veterans Day 
(Nov. 11), we have begun compiling a list of our 
Beta Delta Chapter veterans and their stories. We 
have only scratched the surface. We need your help 
to build our list, tell the stories and pay tribute to 
these men who have truly lived their lives by the 
Jordan Standard. Go to www.betadelta-sigmachi.
org and review our current News article. Let us 
know if we are missing anyone. And if you have 
a story about one of our veterans, email us at 
alumninews@affinityconnection.com.

We express our condolences 
to the families and friends of 
our beloved brothers whose 
passing we learned of since 

our last publication.

Judson Moore ’48
Harry Farrington ’50
Donald Clark Jr. ’54

Donald Crumpacker ’54
Robert Smith ’57
Jerry Johnson ’59

Joseph McGillis ’66
Dale Thornton ’70

Steven Rademaker ’79

CHAPTER ETERNAL

Brother Lionel “Bud” 
Emswiler ’45, U.S. Army 
Air Corps, killed in Italy, 
April 1945.

Do You Know Our Beta Delta Heroes?

Homecoming 2015: We Laughed, We Ate, We Sang & We Won!

ALUMNI PROFILES

For this alum’s profile, we return to another 
Thomas Edison quote: “Success is 10% inspiration 
and 90% perspiration.” For the past 40+ years, 
Brother Gary Herbig ’69 has sustained a successful 
career as a Hollywood studio musician. If you’ve 

ever heard the saxophone solo on the television program, “Cheers,” then 
you’ve already been treated to his musical talents. As Gary explains, “They 
say it takes 20,000 hours of practice to make a professional ball player or 
professional musician. The Beatles played together 12 hours a day.”

Hollywood Musician Gary Herbig ’69:
10% Inspiration, 90% Perspiration

Read the full version of these alumni profiles at www.betadelta-sigmachi.org.

Meet Local Storyteller: John Heaney ’02

It takes persistence. It takes a listening ear. And it 
takes the ability to sift through the noise coming 
from all directions and distill “news” into stories of 
those making a positive and meaningful impact in 
our world. Brother John Heaney ’02 is dedicated 
to this process as editor-in-chief of the Montanan, a 
publication of UM’s University Relations office for 
alumni and friends. One of the best stories is that 
now and then, John’s work gives him the opportu-
nity to reconnect with his Sigma Chi roots.

Far left: Alumni gather at the House for Homecoming festivities. Middle: Brothers present their Sweethearts with a memorable serenade. Far 
right: Brothers Mike Halligan ’75 (left) and Joe Ford  ’71 welcome the opportunity to catch up!


